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Aerial  1974

Houma, LA

165 acre area

Delta Shipyard was part of 

Delta Ironworks.

Sold to Chromalloy 

American Company in 

1969

Sold in 1980  to Delta 

Services Industries of 

Houma.

Property purchased in 

1986 by current owner



 Delta Shipyard consisted of a cleaning and repairing 
facility for small cargo boats, fishing boats, and oil 
barges. 

 The generated oils and wastewater were sent through a 
series of separation ponds, after which the oil was 
recovered and sold.  Two pits were reported closed by 
LDEQ in 1984



Aerial 1989

4 Pits present in 78, are 

no longer present, site is 

no longer in operation. 

EPA PA in 1981

LDEQ involvement  

with numerous 

violations throughout 

the 1980’s

EPA ESI in 1997

Recommended for 

EE/CA by Site 

assessment in 1998

Site visit with LDEQ on 

January 10, 2012-LDEQ 

has asked for EPA 

assistance



What’s in the Pits

PAH’s

Volatiles

Metals

Pesticides



Past Surface Water Releases

Contaminant Highest detected 

level

Type of 

benchmark 

Benchmark 

level

Pathway Optional:
# wells or 

residences 

affected

Barium 26,300 mg/kg Surface Water

Benzo(a) 

pyrene

4.1 mg/kg Region 3 

Freshwater 

Screening

Sediment Value

0.15 mg/kg Surface Water

Zinc 10,200 mg/kg Region 3 

Freshwater 

Screening 

Sediment Value

121 mg/kg Surface Water

Fluoranthene 1.7 mg/kg Region 3 

Freshwater 

Screening 

Sediment Value

0.423 mg/kg Surface Water

Results are from 

releases documented 

in 1994 and 1997, 

additional samples 

from on-site sources 

and surface water 

has been conducted 

and results are 

pending.



Delta Today

Residences have built 

homes west of pit area

Pits are surrounded by 

woods, no fence

LDEQ would like to see 

the pits stabilized to 

prevent migration via 

gw, sw and direct 

human exposure

Site is located in a 

highly industrial 

portion of the 

intercoastal canal

Releases to ground 

water and surface water 

are likely occurring



Soil  Investigation August 2012

Sludge in pits to 12’

Borings in drainage pathway had 
visible contamination

Borings along canal showed 
migration via groundwater

Visible contamination at the PPE

Analytical results pending



Surface Water Investigation

On-site wetlands are present 
along southern boundary

Fishing within the 
intercoastal canal

Visible contamination at PPE

Analytical results pending
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